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a) 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  MACHYNLLETH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  your  area  and  which  is 
arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  1/58 
(Wales). 

Staff 


The  clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  Miss  Lewis,  resigned 
in  September  and  her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  Pearce  who  commenced 
duties  in  November. 

Vital  Statistics 


The  birth  rate  for  1957  was  10,93  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  a rate  of  13.66  in  1956.  In  the  Urban  areas  this  rate  was  15-07 
and  in  the  Whole  County  15.22. 

There  was  one  still  birth,  giving  a rate  of  5*0%  of  live  births, 
compared  with  4#  in  1956.  The  rate  for  the  Urban  areas  was  4.1%  and 
in  the  Whole  County  3-8%. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  births  in  1957 ♦ compared  with  two  in 
1956.  The  rate  in  the  Urban  districts  was  1.8%  of  total  births  and 
in  the  Whole  County  3-24%. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  in  their  first  year  of  life,  as 
in  1956. 

The  rate  for  the  Urban  districts  was  30  per  1,000  live  births 
and  for  the  Whole  County  22. 

Deaths 


There  were  25  deaths  from  all  causes,  giving  a rate  of  13.66 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  13.66  in  1956.  The  rate  in  the 
Urban  districts  was  11.14,  and  in  the  Whole  County  11.82  per  1,000 
population. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948  - Section  47 
No  action  was  taken  in  1957* 
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Homing 

The  first  part  of  the  Housing  Scheme  at  Tre-Garth  was  completed 
and  let  early  in  the  year. 

Work  was  commenced  on  32  houses  designed  for  Slum  Clearance, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  were  completed  and  almost  ready  for 
occupation. 

The  two  families  who  were  referred  to  in  the  report  for  195& 
were  rehoused  in  4-bedroomed  houses.  It  is  too  early  to  assess  what 
improved  living  conditions  can  do  for  these  families. 

Rehousing  of  people  from  slum  property  is,  and  will  be,  a 
problem  for  the  Council.  Many  old  people  living  alone  are  occupying 
the  poor  property  in  the  town  - often  at  a very  small  rental.  These 
elderly  people  are  unwilling  to  move,  they  feel  they  cannot  face  the 
increased  rent  and  have  very  little  desire  to  take  over  a 5-bedroomed 
or  even  a 2-bedroomed  house.  The  Council  have  not  yet  decided  to 
build  smaller  units  for  old  or  single  people. 

The  problem  of  Blum  Clearance  is  fraught  with  many  difficulties 
when  one  considers  the  human  aspect  of  each  case,  and  it  is  the 
Council’s  plan  to  proceed  with  slum  clearance  with  as  little  hard- 
ship as  possible  - especially  to  the  elderly  people. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  during  the  year  was  satisfactory  and  there  was 
no  shortage.  The  standard  of  the  treated  water  supplied  to  the  town 
was  of  excellent  quality.  Work  on  the  renewal  of  communicating 
pipes  was  in  progress. 

Sanitation 

The  sewage  disposal  works  was  in  satisfactory  order  and  this 
branch  of  our  public  service  brought  forth  no  complaints. 

Public  Convenience 


At  last  the  Council  submitted  a scheme  to  the  Ministry  and  this 
was  approved  and  work  commenced.  The  conveniences  are  being  erected 
at  the  rear  of  the  Owain  Glyndwr  Institute. 

There  has  been  an  urgent  need  for  many  years  for  these  conven- 
iences in  the  town  and  it  is  gratifying  that  at  last  they  are  under 
construction. 


(3) 


■ 


• . ■ 


■ 


. 

■ 


Slaughterhouse 


There  Is  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
and  ill  the  meat  killed  there  is  inspected  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Again,  as  in  previous  years,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  thank 
Mr.  Brooks  Evans,  the  Clerk  and  his  Assistant  for  their  co- 
operation in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  Council  still  shows  a keen  interest  in  the  Health  and  well- 
being of  the  town  and  does  its  best  to  improve  the  conditions  of 
this  town  in  every  respect. 

This  is  a happy  Council  to  work  for,  because  the  Members  are 
so  co-operative  with  their  officials  and  understand  the  difficulties 
that  each  of  us  meet  in  our  various  tasks. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

AMELIA  EE  AITS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICAL  SURVEY 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General fs 
Mid-Year  Estimate) 

Rateable  Value 
Penny  product 

Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Legitimate  12 

Illegitimate 


i25Z 

1936 

1,183 

1,183 

1,830 

£19,692 

£7  6. 

1,830 
£20,368 
£84. 3. Hd. 

1952 

1956 

Female  Total 

Male  Female  Total 

8 20 

14  9 23 

112 

CD 

ro 

o 

15  10  25 

Total; 
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Birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  - 

(a)  Machynlleth 

(b)  Urban  areas  in  the  County 

( c ) Mont  g ome  r y ah  ire 
For  England  and  Wales 

STILL  BIRTHS 


1957 

1956 

10,93 

13.66 

15.07 

14.92 

15.22 

15.0 

16.1 

1957. 

1956 

1 fema3e,  legitimate.  1 female,  legitimate. 


Rate  - Percentage  of  live  births ; 


For  Machynlleth  U.D.  5-0% 

Urban  areas  in  County  4.1  % 

Montg  ornery  sh  ire  3 • 8% 

For  England  and  Wales  2.24% 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 
Rate  per  1,000  live  births; 


For  Machynlleth 

Urban  areas  in  County  50 

Montgomeryshire  22 

For  England  and  Wales  25.0 

DEATHS  - ALL  CAUSES  1957 


Male  Female  Total 


12  13  25 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
population  - 


Machynlleth  U.D.  13.66 
Urban  areas  in  County  11.14 
Montgomeryshire  11.82 
For  England  and  Wales  11.5 


4.0% 

2.6% 

1.8% 


26 

30 

1956 

Male  Female  Total 
10  15  25 


13.66 

12.78 

12.19 
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AGE  AT  DEATH 


mz-  i25§- 


Age  in  years  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

3 - 

15  - 

— 

— 

25  - 
35  - 

— 

, . 

— 

45  - 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

55  - 

3 

o 

5 

1 

3 

4 

65  - 

5 

4 

9 

3 

3 

6 

75  ~ 

3 

2 

5 

2 

6 

8 

85  and  over 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

12 

13 

25 

10 

15 

25 

mi- 

1956. 

CAUSES  OE  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Mai  e 

Female  Total 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

" ” - lung , bronchus 


" !!  - breast  - 

” " - uterus  - 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic 

neoplasms  1 

Leukaemia  0 

Diabetes  - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  2 

Coronary  disease,  angina  1 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  - 
Other  heart  disease  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  1 


1 

1 

2 


2 

1 

3 

3 

0 


1 


1-11 
3 112 


4 

2 

3 

6 

3 

1 


2 2 4 

2 13 

3 7 10 

-11 

1-1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  CONT’D. 

1957* 

1356. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

carried  forward  - 

11 

13 

24 

10 

13 

23 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

system 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gastritis,  entritis,  diarrhoea 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

All  other  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Suicide 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

12  13  25  10  13  25 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASSS 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  are  - 

Scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  acute  poliomyelitis, 
measles,  dysentery,  meningococcal  infection, 
acute  pneumonia,  small-pox,  acute  encephalitis, 
enteric  fever,  paratyphoid  fevers,  erysipelas 
and  food  poisoning. 

Notification  of  one  case  of  erysipelas  in  a man  of  40  years 
of  age  was  received. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  cases  were  put  on  the  register  during  the  year  - both  of 
them  people  who  have  come  to  live  in  the  town.  Both  are  women, 
ages  25  and  26,  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

No  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified. 

No  case  was  removed  from  the  register. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  30  notified  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis living  in  the  district. 
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TtfBER CQ LOST  S COHT'D . 


la  the  Summer  term  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis 
chiddran  aS?d  attending  the  Machynlleth  High 
S?ood*  This  vaccination  is  a lergthy  procedure.  First  of  all 

demalt  nlebfon  te??ed’  ^t  is’  ^en  k sSl  intra-  ’ 

d * 1 Jwf  i af  tuberculin.  This  result  is  taken  after  two 

S*  n ?hirldren  who  give  positive  results  have,  at  some 

time,  had  an  infection  with  tuberculosis  - maybe  so  sLisht  that  it 
does  not  show,  as  a diagnosed  case  of  tuberculosis  It  mea^s  that 

to  thfaf  thlS  pyvious  Section  these  children  have  soSVimhiitv 
dlsaase  and  is  not  necessary  to  vaccinate  them.  Those  ^ 
a tuberculin  negative  reaction  are  then  vaccinated 
?ld-p?1'f  weeks  later  these  vaccina,ted  children  are  again  Mantoux  j-PQfPfi 
to  find  if  they  are  now  building  up  an  innnuni?y  tf the  Sleafl  ® 

These  are  the  results  at  the  High  School,  Machynlleth  - 


Humber  eligible  for  vaccination  — 

Humber  mho  consented  _ 

Humber  Mantoux  tested  I 

Humber  Mantoux  positive 
Humber  Mantoux  negative 

Humber  who  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  - 

Post— B.C.G.  Mantoux  tested  — 

All  were  Mantoux  positive. 


98 

78 

73  (5  absent) 
12 
61 

34-  (7  absent) 
4-9  (3  absent) 


. , dde  cddddren  who  gave  positive  reactions  to  the  first  Mantoux 

POLIOMYELITIC 

No  cas?  °f  this  disease  was  notified,  but  it  is  more  than  likelv 
that  a small  boy  of  4 years  had  an  attack  of  this  diseasf  ImUh™ 
m a mild  paralysis  in  one  of  his  legs.  disease,  resulting 

wi-t-n  Xf  Poliomyelitis  during  1957  was  carried  out 

HVlsh  Vaccine, only,  and  since  su^lief  then  weH  very 

ha?!  asked  & bT^L^d^kVl^L^^3 

THE  GEHERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IH  THE  AREA 
AMBULAHCE 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  and  is 
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AMBULANCE  CONT’D. 


responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee.  (Telephone  - Machynlleth  158) 

SITTING-CASE  CAR  SERVICE 

All  requests  to  the  County  Offices, 

Newtown, 

(Telephone  - Newtown  205) 

CHILDRENS  OFFICER 

This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council  under  the  terms 
of  the  Children’s  Act  1948.  The  Children’s  Officer  is  - 

Mr.  W.  E.  Jones, 

Children 5 s Department , 

County  Offices,  Welshpool. 

(Telephone  - Welshpool  5311) 

The  Children’s  Reception  Home  is  at  - 

12  Bronwylfa, 

Welshpoo]  , 

(Telephone  - Welshpool  3109) 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  FIRSING 


The  district  is  served  by  - 

Nurse  M.  Jones, 

2 Maglona  Villas, 

Machynlleth . 

(Telephone  - Machynlleth  129) 


HEALTH  VISITING 


The  Health  Visitor  for  this  district  is  - 

Miss  Eunice  Jones, 
Caewern, 

C orris . 

(Telephone  - Corris  225) 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  details  of  this  service  can  be  obtained  from  the  Supervisor - 

Mrs , Rhoda  Goodwin, 

County  Health  Offices, 

Newtown.. 

(Telephone  - Newtown  205) 

CARE  QE  THE  AGED 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  local  Home  established  for  the  care  of  the  aged  is  at 
Newlands,  Machynlleth. 

HOSPITALS 


The  Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital  is  controlled  by  the 
Mid-Wales  Regional  Hospital  Board  based  at  Aberystwyth.  It  has  medi- 
cal, surgical  and  midwifery  beds. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

A branch  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  is  at  the 
Cardiganshire  General  Hospital,  Aberystwyth,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  M.N.V.  Sudds.  (Telephone  - Aberystwyth  216). 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service.  The  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Doll  Street,  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
in  the  afternoon. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Dr.  G.  0.  Thomas,  the  Chest  Physician,  holds  a Clinic  every 
Wednesday  at  11.00  a.m.  at  the  Chest  Hospital,  Machynlleth. 

VACCINATION 

Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  carried  out  by  the  local  general 
practitioners  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  PROPHYLAXIS 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  these  injec- 
tions are  now  carried  out  separately  - not  combined  as  in  the  last  few 
years.  Thus  the  practice  is  to  offer  protection  against  Whooping  Cough 
at  3—4-  months  and  to  give  3 injections  at  monthly  intervals,  followed 
by  2 injections  for  Diphtheria. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


MEAT  AND  ROOD  INSPECTION 

The  quality  of  the  meat  slaughtered  within  the  Urban  Area  has 
been  very  satisfactory  and  tuberculosis  has  very  largely  disappeared 
from  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  only  matters  which  warrant  specific  mention  are  - 

(1)  One  case  of  localised  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  the  head  was 
found  in  October,  1957  in  a beast  reared,  locally  in  the 
Pantperthog  area.  This  has  been  the  only  known  case  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years  in  the  Urban  area.  As  a matter  of 
interest  I might  mention,  however,  that  there  was  a similar 
case  in  a beast  reared  in  the  Pennal  area  and  slaughtered 
at  Wolverhampton  in  December,  1956. 

(2)  The  percentage  of  cattle  livers  condemned  because  of  ’’fluke 
infection  has  always  been  high.  This  year  there  was,  in 
addition,  an  extraordinary  high  condemnation  of  lamb  livers 
due  to  a chronic  infection  probably  parasitic  in  origin. 

A number  of  these  livers  were  forwarded  to  the  Veterinary 
Investigation  Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  but  so  far  a definite  decision  as  to  the  infec- 
tion has  not  been  possible. 

(5)  During  the  year  the  Council  dealt  indirectly,  but  neverthe- 
less effectively,  with  a firm  coming  into  the  town  to  sell 
salvaged  tinned  foodstuffs. 

(4)  During  the  year  126  tins  and  packages  of  foodstuffs  were 
surrendered  and  condemned. 

HOUSING  ACT  1949 

Number  of  applications  made  for  improvement 


grants  - 1 

Number  granted  _ i 

INFORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  - 27 

Analyses  - 

Drainage  or  Sanitary  defects  - 17 

Housing  Repair  - 4 

Underground  gas  leakages  affecting  premises 

infernally  - 2 

Other  Public  Health  nuisances  - 4 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 


During  the  year  23  houses  were  closed  and  the  tenants  re-housed. 
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